
Control & Eliminate Weevils Naturally

Using Essential Oils

Essential oils like cinnamon, clove, eucalyptus, and tea tree are highly effective natural remedies for
controlling weevils, acting as both repellents and insecticides. Concentrations of 10% or higher can 
achieve near 100% mortality, while scents like bay leaf deter them from food storage. They work by
interrupting respiration and repelling adults.

Top Essential Oils for Weevil Control

• Cinnamon Oil: Highest repellent (90%) and effective insecticide.

• Clove Oil: Contains eugenol, which acts as a powerful repellent and insecticide against grain 
weevils.

• Eucalyptus Oil: Achieved 100% mortality in studies, particularly effective due to high eucalyptol 
content.

• Tea Tree & Thyme: Strong contact toxicity against maize weevils.

• Bay Leaves: Known to deter weevils and moths from stored grains.

Application Methods

• Repelling: Place cotton balls soaked in essential oils (eucalyptus, peppermint) in pantries.

• Preventing: Place dried bay leaves directly into containers of flour, rice, or grains.

• Direct Treatment: Spraying or using oils as a fumigant in storage areas.

These natural remedies offer a safer, non-toxic alternative to synthetic pesticides for protecting 
stored food.

The Best DIY Natural Bug Spray Recipe
In a 100ml glass spray bottl mix:.

• 90ml Distilled water.;

• 50 drops of Almond oil;

• 30 drops of citronella Essential Oil;

• 10 drops of cedarwood Essential Oil; and

• 10 drops of lemongrass Essential Oil
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Further Suggestions

Steps to Eliminate and Prevent Weevils Naturally:

• Identify and Remove: Check all dry goods (rice, flour, pasta, cereals) for small beetles or larvae and
discard infested items immediately.

• Clean Thoroughly: Vacuum all pantry shelves, particularly corners, cracks, and crevices where 
weevils and their eggs hide.

• Wipe with Vinegar:

• Wipe down shelves with white vinegar to kill remaining eggs and deter new ones

• Freeze Potential Infestations: Freeze newly purchased grains or suspected items for at least 3–7 
days to kill any hidden eggs.

• Use Natural Repellents: Place bay leaves, black pepper, or cloves in your pantry to repel weevils.

• Store in Airtight Containers: Transfer all dried food into airtight, sealable, glass, metal, or rigid 
plastic containers to prevent weevils from accessing food or escaping to spread.

• For Garden/Vine Weevils: Use food-grade diatomaceous earth around plants to dehydrate and kill 
them, or apply natural beneficial nematodes for soil-borne larvae.

What to Avoid:
Do not use harsh chemical pesticides in food storage areas. Also, while often recommended, baking 
soda is not effective for killing these pests; rely on cleaning and natural barriers like diatomaceous 
earth instead. 

Page 2 of 2


